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A Re-appraisal of The Doctrine of the Mean
by
Hsu Fu-kuan

The book of The Doctrine of the Mean (Chung Yung) (#fg) deals wilth the
following two problems. First, how are Providence and Human Nature linked togeth~
er? Second, how are human life and human behaviour to be linked with these
‘two conceptions? Through the answer to the above two questions, man may realize
‘his highest value in life, so as to actomplish his own Being, and at the same time
to help other human beings and the cosmos obtain their accmplishment, too. There-
fore, this book, in fact, represents the central thought and the basic characteristics
of Confucianism of the Pre-Ch’in period (Je#Z{E%) .

Recently, there have appeared many new theories and interpretations about
the author, the dates, and the thought of the book. I have presented my opinons
‘before. The present article goes further to try to solve such issues as the source
materials and the contents of the book.

As to the source materials, I hold that this book originally ' consisted of two
parts, with the chapters re-divided. The first part was written by Tzu-szu (F&),
Confucius’ grandson, and the second part by Tzu-szu’s disciples. Both were finished
before the time of Mencius (£F). Regarding the contents, I point out that the
traditional interpretations, based on Chu Hsi’s (Rithg) Commentaries on the Book
of the Mean (=), were influenced by the thought of Zen-Buddhism. And, by
carefully examining the book as a whole and the internal connections between ifs
chapters and sentences, I have endeavored further to clarify the main ideas of the

book.
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